Syllabus: Drama One

Instructor: Wendy Hall

Room: A-1
Email: hall_w@aps.edu, 823-2327 x 33034
www.lchsthespians.weebly.com
Welcome to the Drama Department.  This year is going to be terrific.  The following is a loose schedule of assignments that will be due over the course of the semester.

Unit 1: Theatre etiquette and ensemble building.
There will be a small group project and a quiz at the end of the unit.

Unit 2: Theatre history. (Content standard 6A: Analyze and compare dramatic texts and artists from various cultures and periods of history)
You will be assigned a group and a scene from a period of history to perform for the class.  There will be a test at the end of the unit.

Unit 3: NOLV
You will work with a group to tell a story to music (without words.)  Each student will be expected to bring in a song either on CD or in digital format and the outline of the story.  Your group will choose one idea from the options that were brought to class.

Unit 4: Musical theatre
You will be divided into groups based on your comfort level with singing and performing. Each group will choreograph and perform a song that I will provide for them.

Unit 5: Story telling
Each student will bring in a children’s book or use one of the ones I provide.  We will work with character development, pronunciation, projection, text, and stage presence. The telling of this story will be the semester one final exam. We may also work with elementary aged students in this project.
Once we have covered the basics, the class will perform a series of short scenes, each of which will be worth 100 points. (1A: Create and analyze the physical, emotional, and social dimensions of characters and sustain these characters in an ensemble) Drama, like many of your other classes, is based upon the building of skills.  Once you have learned a skill it will be a part of your grade from then on.  For example, once we have covered theatre etiquette, you will be expected to follow it.  Failure to do so will affect your grade.
You must also see two plays outside of class and review them using the format I will provide for you. The plays must be performed by actors of your own skill level or above, and you must attach a program or ticket stub to your review.  In order to write the review, you must have attended the entire performance. One play review will be due per semester, they must be written within 2 weeks of the performance date,  and  I will not accept them in the last two weeks of the semester, so get them in early!(5: Observe, discuss, analyze, and make critical judgments about artistic works)
In the final semester, we will prepare a short children’s play to be performed after school. This performance is required.  Grades for a section of the class will be based upon participation, and meeting deadlines given for blocking and memorization.  Deadlines will be worth a test grade. (8: Contribute to community by sharing expertise in theatre/drama and by participating in the activities of cultural institutions)
Performance schedule:

1st period drama 1: April 18th at 6pm (Cast and Crew call time is 4:30pm)
2nd period drama 1: April 19th at 6pm (Cast and Crew call time is 4:30pm)

* These dates are subject to change pending administrative approval
Your spring final exam will be a collaborative work drawing on all of the different types of performance you used throughout the year. We will film the performance and evaluate ourselves on the final exam day. 

Supplies: You will need a highlighter, sticky notes, paper, a pen or pencil, and a 3-ring binder or tab in a binder for another class.  I will not collect this binder, but will periodically collect your notes, so you will need some sort of system with which you can return them in order (not a spiral notebook).

Your semester grades will be composed of the above units, participation grades – which also include random note collection, and a final exam.  
Attendance is absolutely necessary, particularly in the second semester, in light of the fact that most of your grades will be based upon participation. You have as many days as you were absent to turn in make-up work.  I will not, however, accept play reviews or make-up work in the final week of any 6 week period, unless the absence occurred within that week.  It is your responsibility to ask for your make-up work at an appropriate time.  Once I have started class, you must wait until I am available.
Make up work Policy:

Drama is largely a participation based class so many of the grades are given while the students are in class. Just like in any other class, if a student misses an assignment he or she must make it up.

Students can make up 20 points of missed work by attending any Fine Arts performance (Choir, Jazz Band, Orchestra, theatre, dance, opera, etc.) and bringing in a program. Students may also go to ATG.org and advertise a play on all four sides of a Kleenex box. Alternatively, I have a written assignment worth 20 points.  Simply check out a textbook and get a worksheet from me.

 I am looking forward to working with all of you.  Here’s to an academically and artistically successful year.

There is a $50 course fee for this class

Play Review

You must have a ticket stub or program attached to your play review to receive credit. All Play reviews must be turned in within two weeks of the performance date.  Each paragraph is worth 20 points.
Paragraph 1

1. Your overall impression of the performance (10 points)
2. A brief summary (beginning, middle, and end) (10 points)
Paragraph 2: Acting

1. Talk about the actors’ performances overall and then be specific about one or two actors and what you liked and didn’t like about their performance.  Don’t forget to give me specific examples of what the actors did to impress or disappoint you. (15 points)

2. Address projection and annunciation (5 points)

Paragraph 3: Technical work

1. Discuss the props, costumes, set changes, lights and sound.

2. Things to consider are

a. Were the props believable and appropriate for the time period?  Give an example of one or two props used to justify your answer. (5 points)

b. Were the costumes consistent and appropriate?  Describe one or two of the costumes to support your assertions. (5 points)

c. Did the set changes happen quietly, quickly, and smoothly?  Describe one and how it was done. (5 points)

d. Did the lights come up when they were supposed to and did they light everyone?  Provide an example, for instance: Were there dark spots on the stage and were they intentional or unintentional?  How do you know? (5 points)

e. Did the sound and music work for the piece and did they take place when they should?  Give one example to support your answer. (5 points)

Paragraph 4: Directing and designing

1. Could you see all the actors when it was important? (5 points)

2. Did the stage create a nice picture? Describe it. (5 points)

3. How did the directors or designers use the colors or arrangement of the stage to achieve some sort of theme or symbolism?  What did they do, and how did it work?  (You can’t answer this incorrectly, just provide examples.) (10 Points)

Paragraph 5: Summary

1. Would you recommend this performance? To whom? (15 points)

2. Was there anything you would have done differently that you didn’t already address? (5 points)

Classroom Rules

1. Come to class prepared.

· Be seated in your assigned seat with your textbook and all of your materials when the bell rings.  (Students not in their assigned seats when the bell rings will be considered tardy.)

· You and only you are responsible for having your homework and makeup work ready to turn in when it is due.

2. Be respectful of the room, the teacher, and each other.

· Use appropriate tone of voice and language when addressing adults.

· Use appropriate language for a place of learning.

· Everyone in my room is safe. No language that is demeaning to any group or individual will be tolerated in my classroom.

3. Participate in all class activities.

· Sleeping, beautification, note writing, and use of electronic devices are all in violation of this rule.

4. Work with me.
· My job is to teach everyone in this room. Don’t make it difficult.

______________________________________________________________________________please return the bottom portion of this paper for a grade.
Student Name_____________________________________

I have seen both the syllabus and class rules for Drama 1. I am aware of the course fee, play attendance requirements, and required after school performance.
Parent signature ______________________________________

Date_____________
Parents: Please be sure your information in the school system is up to date.  I will use this email and phone number on several occasions throughout the year for student reminders, free and inexpensive theatre opportunities, and other valuable information.  
