Syllabus: Drama 2
Instructor: Wendy Hall

Room: A-1
Email: hall_w@aps.edu


Phone: 823-2327 Ext.33034
www.lchsthespians.weebly.com
Welcome back!  This year is going to be terrific.  Drama Two is an advanced acting class.  In theory, every student in this class has already had at least one year of drama prior to taking this course.  In this class we will focus primarily on honing each student’s acting skills.  We will also cover some technical elements of body and voice, and a little bit of directing and blocking. 

Your first assignment will be two contrasting monologues.  You will be expected to begin to create a portfolio of monologues and scenes for auditions and competitions.  From there we will do a series of scenes ranging from Beckett to Shakespeare. Each scene will be graded upon a specific list of criteria and will count as a test grade.  

Your 2nd assignment will be a competition piece.  Even if you never choose to compete, it is a worthwhile experience to be graded by competition standards.  
After your first piece you will do a series of scenes ranging from Beckett to Shakespeare. We will also be experimenting with musical performance. Each scene will be graded upon a specific list of criteria and will count as a test grade.  You will also be required to do an in depth character analysis and a directing unit.
I have very high expectations for students in this class to be professional and self motivated.  Participation points will be given based upon your diligence and dedication to using class time for scene work. If you are absent you must do something to make up these points. Attendance is crucial.  There is no equivalent assignment to the work we do in class, while I do give make-up work; it is no substitute for participation.  Furthermore, in most of your assignments, other students will be counting on you.  If you miss class, their work is also compromised. Make up work must be requested by the student promptly when he or she returns to class.  The student has as many days as she or he was absent to turn it in.  I do not accept make-up work in the final week of any six-week grading period unless the absence occurred within that week.
Drama is largely a participation-based class so many of the grades are given while the students are in class. Just like in any other class, if a student misses an assignment he or she must make it up.

Students can make up 20 points of missed work by attending any Fine Arts performance (Choir, Jazz Band, Orchestra, theatre, dance, opera, etc.) and bringing in a program. Students may also go to ATG.org and advertise a play on all four sides of a Kleenex box. Alternatively, I have a written assignment worth 20 points.  Simply check out a textbook and get a worksheet from me.

On April 21, you will culminate your experiences into a one act in which your group will be responsible for their blocking, scenery, costumes, and general production.  Your friends and family will be invited to witness the fruits of your efforts at an evening performance.  This performance is required and will constitute a substantial portion of your grade.  

Your end of the year final exam will be a short original film.  You will be given the time and resources to complete the film in class, but you also have the option of working outside of class time with your own equipment. 

Recommended supplies: a highlighter, and a 4.0 GB or larger flash drive.

There is a $50 course fee for this class.

Below are my class room rules:

Classroom Rules

1. Come to class prepared.

· Only you are responsible for your materials and make-up work.  If you missed a day, it is up to you to find out what you missed and make it up.
2.Respect the room, each other, and your teacher.

· No language that is derogatory or demeaning to any group or individual will be tolerated in my room.

· If you make a mess, clean it up.

3.Everyone is to participate in class activities.

4. Work with me.
· My job is to teach everyone in this room. Don’t make it difficult.

I am looking forward to working with all of you.  Here’s to an academically and artistically successful year.

