Syllabus: Stagecraft

Instructor:  Ms. Hall

Room: A-1
Email: hall_w@aps.edu
Phone (505) 823-2327 ex 33034
Welcome to the theatre department.  If performances are the body of what we do here, then stagecraft is the heart and lungs.  The drama department could not survive without you.  Vital organs come with great responsibility, however, and my expectations for members of this class are high.  Safety, reliability, and responsibility are key.  Any failure to adhere to these key elements could result in failed productions, injury, or worse.  

You will be expected to use power tools safely.  You will be expected to maintain equipment and tidiness, and you will be expected to complete assigned tasks by set deadlines.  You further will be expected to bring appropriate clothing to perform the necessary duties in class. Inappropriate clothing is not an excuse for lack of participation.

Each 6 weeks you will be assigned to a group where you will focus on learning certain back stage skills. (Content Standard 4B: Explain roles and interrelated responsibilities of the various personnel involved in theatrical production) The majority of your points will be made up by participation. In other words, if you are working in the area on the project you are supposed to be working on, you will earn your points.  If you are not working, or have wandered away from the area to which you have been assigned, you will lose points. If I find that you cannot safely work back stage, or that you cannot stay on your assigned task, I will remove you from your assigned group and assign you to a group that works mostly on classroom tasks.
The units of this class break up as follows:

Unit one: Terminology (3B: Describe the basic nature, material, elements, and means for communicating in the various art forms)
You will be given a brief lecture on the parts of the stage and you will be expected to recall them in the form of a quiz.

Unit two: Safety

We will cover safety rules regarding ladders, the cherry picker, and the power tools.  Everyone must be able to pass a quiz on the covered material before they are able to use any of the above-mentioned equipment.

You must have teacher supervision to use the ladders, cherry picker, or power tools.

Unit three: Fall Production (1B: Apply the basic physical and chemical properties of the technical aspects of theatre)

The duties here will vary, but your grade will be based upon participation points earned via completing assigned tasks.  If there is work to be done, and you are not working, I will remove 10 points, starting from 100, each time I catch you until you have reached 0 for your weekly participation grade.
Unit four: Spring  Production

(Same as Unit three)

Your first semester final exam will be based upon tool and skill mastery, and your second semester final will be based on a project culminating what you have learned over the course of the year.  Final exam weights will be established by school administration.

Although much of our time will be structured with preparation and clean up for and from performances, there will occasionally be down time.  At various points in the year, I may ask you to assist me with other projects.  These incidents will be noted and taken into consideration when grading your participation.

While it is not required, I highly encourage you to take advantage of the opportunities to work on productions after school.  These experiences will greatly fortify what you learn in class, and further give you a better idea of the roles that back stage workers play in the whole of the performance.

There is a $50 course fee for this class.
The following are my classroom rules and consequences:

Classroom Rules

1. Come to class prepared.

· Be seated in your assigned seat with your textbook and all of your materials when the bell rings.  (Students not in their assigned seats when the bell rings will be considered tardy.)

· You and only you are responsible for having your homework and makeup work ready to turn in when it is due.

2. Be respectful of the room, the teacher, and each other.

· Use appropriate tone of voice and language when addressing adults.

· Use appropriate language for a place of learning.

· Everyone in my room is safe. No language that is demeaning to any group or individual will be tolerated in my classroom.

3. Participate in all class activities.

· Sleeping, beautification, note writing, and use of electronic devices are all in violation of this rule.

4. Work with me.
· My job is to teach everyone in this room. Don’t make it difficult.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Please return the bottom portion of this paper for a grade.

Student Name_____________________________________

I have seen both the syllabus and class rules for Stage Craft. I am aware of the course fee, make up work requirements, and inherent risks of set construction.

Parent signature ______________________________________

Date_____________

Parents: Please be sure your information in the school system is up to date.  I will use this email and phone number on several occasions throughout the year for student reminders, free and inexpensive theatre opportunities, and other valuable information.  

